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his opinion. Bourmont took the proclamation, read it,
said that he quite agreed, and passed it to Lecourbe.
'Lecourbe had nothing to say, and handed it back
without a protest. Bourmont thought we might read the
proclamation to the troops. Neither said to me, "Where
are you going? You are risking your honour and
reputation for a fatal cause/' ' Then facing de Bourmont:
'I did not need your opinion as to the responsibility with
which I alone was charged. But I 'was asking for light,
for advice from men whom, I believed, had enough of
tried affection, enough of energy, to tell me if I was
wrong. Instead of that you drew me on and flung me
over the precipice/
His next words were addressed to the court. 'It -was
Bourmont who assembled the troops to hear the pro-
clamation. He had two hours for reflection. If he
considered my conduct criminal, why did he not arrest
me? I was alone, and had not even a saddle-horse to
escape with/
These points could not be passed over, and Dambray
put a direct question to the witness: 'Who gave the order
for the troops to assemble?'
'It -was I/ admitted de Bourmont, "on the verbal order
of the Marshal/ To which Ney added: 'He paraded
them after he had been shown the proclamation/
"How was it,' continued the President, 'that after dis-
approving of the Marshal's conduct, and knowing what
he intended, you followed him to the parade-ground/
De Bourmont explained that his object in doing so was
to -witness the attitude of the troops, which brought a
query as to whether he had taken steps to incite them
against the proclamation. 'There was no time,' he
answered. 'I could do nothing unless I had killed the
Marshal/
'You would have done me a great service,' put in the
latter, 'and perhaps it was your duty/ Then he returned
to the charge as to the ready manner in "which he had
produced the Imperial decoration. 'Do you take me for